
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 7, 2022 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

Speaker of the House 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Madam Speaker: 

 

As Americans continue to pay more at the gas pump and face skyrocketing home heating costs, 

we must take urgent action and implement a whole-of-government approach to lower energy 

prices. Given the scale of the problem at hand, we know that no single policy or branch of 

government can provide sufficient relief for American consumers on its own. That’s why we ask 

that you consider a full range of policy options to address the rising energy prices that continue to 

squeeze working families, seniors, and small businesses across the country. 

 

The U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) reports that regular gasoline prices increased 

more than $1.37 per gallon compared to the previous year—an increase of nearly 50 percent.1 

Meanwhile, diesel soared to more than $5 a gallon, an increase of almost 65 percent. Additionally, 

while the EIA is still collecting 2021-2022 data on winter home fuel use, it predicted significant 

increases going into the new year.2 For too many Americans, energy prices are a source of 

significant financial strain that are holding back our full economic recovery. 

 

Millions of working families remain on shaky financial footing from the COVID-19 pandemic, 

while seniors across the country are seeing their savings stretched thinner by the day. As such, we 

urge the House to immediately consider legislation to lower energy costs. This includes legislation 

to suspend the federal gas tax, institute temporary limitations on domestic energy exports, and 

significantly increase income eligibility for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program. 

 

We need to be using every tool at the U.S. government’s disposal. That’s why in addition to 

legislative action, we also encourage Congress to work with the Biden Administration to take 

additional emergency steps to lower costs and secure American energy independence. These 

include, but are not limited to:  

 

• Invoking the Defense Production Act to increase American domestic energy production 

• Releasing additional barrels from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve 

• Urging U.S. allies abroad to increase their energy exports 

 

 
1 https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/gasdiesel/  
2 https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/steo/report/WinterFuels.php  

https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/gasdiesel/
https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/steo/report/WinterFuels.php


This is by no means an exhaustive list of policy options, but a series of policy suggestions that, at 

the very least, match the scale of the problem facing our country. Americans are depending on all 

of us to take swift, decisive action to provide relief at the pump and at home.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Antonio Delgado   Tom O’Halleran 

Member of Congress   Member of Congress 


